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PAGE 01 STATE 121697 
ORIGIN INT-05 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-11 ISO-OO OES-07 L-03 /027 R 

DRAFTED BY INT:USGS/FSSIMONS 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARP:J.W.TWINAM 
INT:USGS/DFDAVIDSON 
NEA/ARP: F.GERLACH 
INT:USGS/HLFLEMING 

085935 122000Z/61 

O 121854Z MAY 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 121697 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: TGEN 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH ABULRAZAK ABU RASHID 

REF: JIDDA 3552 

PASS DEMATTEO USGS FROM SIMONS AND DAVIDSON 

HAVE CHECKED WITH BOTHOVF.R STREET AND GLEN BROWN ON POINTS 
ONE, TWO, AND THREE: 

1 . REPORT WAS PUBLISHED BY FIELD RESEARCH PROJECTS, 

COCONUT GROVE, MIAMI, IN 1973 AND WAS BASED ON BRIEF 
OBSERVATIONS AT SEVEN SITES MADE DURING A 12 DAY 
GEOLOGICAL FIELD TRIP IN 1972. PARAGRAPH TWO, PAGE ONE OF 
THIS REPORT IS AS FOLLOWS, IN TOTO: "DESCRIPTIONS OF THESE 
ARTIFACTS AND STRUCTURES ARE RECORDED BELOW. THE ARTIFACTS 
SHOWN IN THE ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS, REPRESENTING THE 
COLLECTION OF MAY 1-12, 1972, AND THE MATERIAL FROM 
DR. BROWN, HAVE BEEN TRANSMITTED BY THE U.S.G.S. PROJECT IN 
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JIDDAH THROUGH HIS EXCELLENCY DR. FADIL K. KABBANI, DEPUTY 
MINISTER FOR MINERAL RESOURCES, DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF 
MINERAL RESOURCES, TO HRH PRINCE KHALID BIN FAHD BIN 
KHALID, DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION, MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, 

FOR PRESERVATION IN THE ARCHEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF THE 
MINISTRY AT RIYADH." 
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2. BOTH BROWN AND OVERSTREET RECALL VAGUELY A PERSON 
NAMED AGUSTUS SARDINAS AND THINK THAT HE WAS POSSIBLY AN 
AMATEUR ARCHEOLOGIST. IN ANY CASE, HE HAD NO CONNECTION 
WHATSOEVER WITH USGS. 

3. OVERSTREET CATEGORICALLY DENIES SENDING ANY 
ARCHEOLOGICAL OBJECTS OUT OF THE KINGDOM AND REFERRED US 
TO A LETTER DATED 16/7/1393 FROM THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
DR. HASSAN A. AL-ALSHAIKH, THANKING HIM FOR SENDING THEM 
THE COLLECTIONS. OVERSTREET ACKNOWLEDGED RECEIPT OF THIS 
LETTER IN A REPLY DATED 24 AUGUST 1973. 

4. 5. NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

6. SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED AGAIN THAT THE NEWS RELEASE WAS 
BASED ALMOST ENTIRELY ON PUBLISHED MATERIAL. OTHER THAN 
THAT THERE IS LITTLE FURTHER TO SAY. THE RELEASE SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN CLEARED THROUGH DGMR. WE ADMIT OUR 
MISTAKE AND ASSURE THAT NOTHING SIMILAR WILL HAPPEN IN THE 
FUTURE, AND WHAT MORE CAN WE DO. 

7. DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT IS BEHIND THIS ITEM. THE ONLY 
DIRECT COMMUNICATION I CAN RECALL SINCE I ARRIVED IN 
SEPT. 1976 IS A RECENT LETTER TO MASRY ACKNOWLEDGING 
RECEIPT OF CERTAIN DEPARTMENT OF ANTIQUITIES PUBLICATIONS 
AND THANKING HIM FOR THEM. I HAVE HAD NO REASON TO 
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REVIEW EARLIER FILES AND EXCEPT FOR THE LETTER OF 
OVERSTREET CITED IN (3) ABOVE HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY 
OTHER COMMUNICATIONS. 

THERE IS CLEARLY MORE GOING ON HERE THAN THE ACCUSATION 
THAT USGS HAS DONE ILLEGAL ARCHEOLOGICAL WORK. SUGGEST 
THAT WE RESPOND ONLY TO THAT ACCUSATION AS WE CAN REFUTE 
MASRY ON EVERY POINT OF CONSEQUENCE. VANCE 
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